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Text: He has told you, O man, what is good… (Micah 6:1-8) 
Somone might ask your pastor: “Do you plan to preach this dogma in perpetuity? Can you only perform this one play?” To which the answer is: “Yes.” The argument? Our circumstance has not changed. In the world abroad it is the same as it was five years ago; and since then, the need for this parish in this community remains as constant as the Word of God is unchanging. There is only one way to be saved: to be declared “just” (righteous) in God’s court; and that Way is Jesus Christ. 
There are many people wandering and straddling the streets without obvious consequence. People with children at home or bosses at work. Yet these God-ordained bonds and duties are given less attention than… what? A small part in the poorly written and directed sequel to what we’ve already seen in Micah’s time, which begs for a deus ex machina. I survey the scene and can only conclude that what I see is false worship. Nothing is held sacred; as churches and Bibles are trod underfoot, we see the malady. Having rejected God and the Church as the source of judgment as well as grace for a world that needs both, people, without anyone to judge them, have no one to justify them. 
A good many are responding to this mania, albeit in the wrong way, I also witness mass conversions to “traditionalist” churches and Christian sub-groups. Is the Gospel among them? Yes. But sadly, from what I see, the message that we are justified apart from merits by the blood of Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, is not what draws most of them back to the Church. They’re rejecting the rampant lawlessness and hedonism, not in favour of the Gospel, but for a higher form of Law. An alternate morality. One, truthfully, in step with how God fashioned and ordered His good world – but one from which salvation is expected for the individual and for society as a whole. 
People made in God’s image are asking the innocent question: “Where is God in it?” Only… it’s the same stuff, different pile (served up, as Luther put it to Erasmus, on a silver platter). To the left they’re tearing down the Church, and to the right they’re propping it up with wood and hay. No; we, as true “Evangelicals”, need always to reframe the question: Where is the Word of God for it? Where is the promise and the preacher? If we truly believe our Church is one with that of the patriarchs and prophets, founded on the rock, we find gold and precious stones in jars of clay. 
“In fair Verona do we set our scene”: the time of Micah, eighth century B.C. The erring priests and prophets called and consecrated by God were having a heyday. “Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets,” Micah sternly warns in chapter three, “who lead my people astray, who cry ‘Peace’ when they have something to eat, but declare war against him who puts nothing in their mouths.” (3:5) The Large Catechism has a word for what Bl. Dr. Martin Luther calls “greedy bellies”.  
Thankfully, for our purposes today, Micah pulls the curtain over the more graphic set pieces behind our text. He calls out “the transgression of Jacob” and “the sins of the house of Israel,” asking: “What is the high place of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem?” (1:5) For those who don’t know: the bamoth, “high places”, were the centres of worship where cult prostitutes earned their revenue. This is made clear as God through Micah ends His tirade: “All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, all her wages shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay waste, for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them, and to the fee of a prostitute they shall return.” (v. 7) 
The prophet is calling Jerusalem a house of ill repute; on that account, the sacrifices offered there were as offensive to God as the false shrines out in the country. As many out-and-out idolaters there were in Israel and Judah, there were a faithful few who genuinely looked for ways to please the true God. They might have been asking questions such as this: “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?” (6:6) There is only one true God and only one way to be right with Him – that is, be justified, and that is sacrifice. Problem is: the sacrifices offered at the Temple in Jerusalem were tainted, the spiritual well poisoned at its source. 
Little has changed since Micah’s time. Houses of worship are still trodden underfoot, false shrines are set up worshipping – not Asherah and Ba’al – but consumeristic self-expression that reaches its height in sexual permissiveness. For their preservation the State and industries solely exist. Don’t be fooled. Never mind the Lord’s abhorrence of extramarital relations and gluttony and libertine preaching… that is not what these bread preachers of “Peace” condemn when they pull Micah 6:8 out of context. We all need to be set straight… But, again, where is the yardstick? 
Well. We’ve taken care not to deviate from Micah’s script, not censored the purple language and unsavory parts. It all serves the point: we cannot be justified with our own works. We don’t need a “spiritualized” code of ethics (Hauerwas’ works be damned!). We also reject a new Moses who tacks on stricter rules and a more exacting “cost” on grace. We don’t need to restore a Papal monarchy or retreat into a hermitage. The Law extends no promise, no reward, leave alone manmade laws and manufactured righteousness. That tack been tried quite literally to death. 
Don’t take my word for it – let’s hear from those of old who hungered and thirsted for righteousness. “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?” (So far, so good… but eh, bien, continuons.) “Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil?” (Where would we get all that, especially in this economy?) “Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” (Yikes.) Salvation by works is a Faustian bargain. 
Micah puts these awful words in the mouths of the would-be faithful and the out-and-out ungodly alike. Every mouth has been stopped. But the curtain draws a little further up and a secret ending is revealed. We hear: “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Mic 6:6-8) Now, Micah could devise some step-by-step programme to becoming more spiritually oriented. But we find none in his inspired words. Just: “Do justice”. Was ist dass? What does this mean? 
Evidently, we don’t work to earn justice. We are pronounced “just” or “righteous” in God’s court through faith in Jesus Christ alone. He is the well and source of all goodness; as Voddie Baucham the modern saint (†2025) didn’t hold back: “People are crying for justice. And justice, which is righteousness, is in Christ. The Lord is our righteousness!” As for kindness and humility? Those are not found on the street, not at a party, not after a one-night stand… but standing in our own arenas as a father, mother, brother, sister, wife, worker of all kinds, preacher, listener. 
God speaks no errors and He makes no junk. You are justified by His grace alone through communion with his holy Church alone. And thank God, Church is not a building that can be destroyed or tarnished, not a Temple that can be defiled or a kingdom that can be corrupted. It is “holy believers and sheep who hear the voice of their Shepherd.” “Its holiness does not consist of surplices, tonsures, albs, or other ceremonies of theirs which they have invented over and above the Holy Scriptures, but it consists of the Word of God and true faith.” (SA III XII 2-3) 
