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Text: You are my Son; today I have begotten you. (Psalm 2:7)

“I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.’ (Ps 2:7-8) Here in the Book of Psalms, we have King David receiving a promise from God (a round thousand years before the birth of Jesus Christ, mind you, when David was conquering an empire his son Solomon would rule and govern). David also, being a prophet (Acts 2:30), overhears a conversation between members of the Holy Trinity. God the Father is speaking to His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. “You are my Son,” He says in the eternal “now”, “today I have begotten you.” Unlike earthly fathers, God did not become a father at a certain stage of life; He always was the Father.  
The Holy Trinity is one of the mysteries we accept by faith because the Word of God says it is so. Another mystery we keep returning to, especially this Festival of the Baptism of our Lord, is the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. The same Nicene Creed in which we confess our Lord Jesus to be “begotten of His Father before all ages” has us also acknowledging “one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.” Our Lord Jesus says in Mark sixteen verse 16: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” St. Basil the Great (who is rightfully so known), the fourth century Church Father, wrote: “How are we saved? By faith, everyone would answer when asked. And how are we saved? We are regenerate through Baptism.” 
Having heard from the Fathers, Scripture, and the Creeds, it bears to recognize how the Christian Church worked out its Trinitarian theology backward from Sacramental theology. Baptism saves, the ancient Church reasoned out from that premise; and in whose name are we baptized? In “the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28:19). Only God can create; only God can save – that is, redeem; and only God can sanctify. All three wonders are performed by all three Persons named; therefore, my fellow redeemed, Christ and the Holy Spirit are equally God. 
It is not our own power that brings salvation to effect. Nothing and no one but God’s all-creating might can bring light out of darkness, hope out of despair, peace and righteousness out of sin and misery we daily introduce into the world through our self-inclined decisions, loveless words, and misplaced confidence. We are naturally, in the words of St. Augustine, another Church Father, “curved in on ourselves”. Aren’t we, though, meant to take care of our own bodies, minds, and family? Yea, verily. God made these and established family and community in Eden. We were programmed to honour God with all our heart and all our soul and all our mind and all our strength, as Jesus reads the Shema; then, “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27) But, as Bl. Dr. Martin Luther recognized, we in our fallen condition “misuse the best in the worst manner.” 
Thus the reason why we must be born again, created new, through a power not our own. “No one is baptized to become a prince, but as the words say, ‘to be saved.’ To be saved, we know, is nothing else than to be delivered from sin, death, and the devil and to enter the kingdom of Christ and live with him forever.” (LC IV 25) St. Ambrose, when he teaches about the Sacraments, asks whether it was a joke that when our Lord was baptized, God the Father rang out and a dove was sent along with these words: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matt 3:17) Not only Jesus heard this; everyone present was witness to those words. Jesus was publicly recognized to be, at once, the Christ, who always was and created all things alongside His Father. 
Only the Church, however, through the testimony of the holy Apostles and Evangelists, remembered these promises from God; and fittingly, only the Church Christ founded on the prophets and apostles (Eph 2:20) conveys these promises to generation after generation of believers, week by week and year by year and day by day. We do not hear these words like Jesus did – that is, from heaven with anointing by the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove; but rather, we “hear” them spoken or “mediated” by a minister at Holy Baptism. There is reason why, at Holy Baptism, the administrant asks how the children are to be named (if they are not yet old enough, that is, to speak and choose their name themselves). In Holy Baptism we receive “a new name” and a “white stone” – that is, a clean conscience, an “innocent” verdict – our Lord Jesus promises in Revelation chapter two. Part and parcel wit this clean conscience is a newfound status as God’s child. 
We are adopted into Jesus’ family. He is the Son of God by nature; we are God’s sons by adoption. Through the seal of Holy Baptism and the Church’s ministering to our daily and lifelong spiritual health as a “hospital”, we appropriate this title: “You are my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” St. Paul in Colossians, calling back to Israel’s Exodus from Egypt, tells the Church that “He” – our Father – “has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins.” (Col 1:13-14) What does this mean? We are freed. We are justified. We need be afraid of no one’s judgment, and we have no one to please but God who is already pleased with us in Christ. 
And when you know that God the King of all creation has said: “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, the ends of the earth your possession” (Ps 2:7) what more can be asked for? No, we are not governing nations or dictating the outcomes of overseas wars and disasters, sitting on thrones directing our daily affairs; again, no one is baptized to become a prince or princess; and, instead, we serve our neighbour who most often never adequately recognizes or returns our graciousness and mercy towards them. God can relate. And all God’s promises find their “yes” in Jesus whom we meet in Holy Baptism; with whom we feast in Holy Communion and from whom we receive consolation through our neighbours in the pew. No longer curved in on ourselves, our arms opened toward our fellows made in God’s image; especially to those within the walls of the holy Church refashioned like we are in Jesus’ image and endowed with the Holy Spirit. 
May God direct, protect, and rule us through the power of this Sacrament! He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion in the day our dear Lord returns visibly. Amen. 
