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Text: … to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:24-28)
Christ alone is our Saviour. Accept no substitutes. We have heard, and we confess each day of our lives, that Jesus bore our griefs and infirmities on the cross; that he was raised for our justification and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. This is the truth that defines us. God the Father has created us and “has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:14)
The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews writes to his fellow Jewish believers just how superior Christ Jesus is to the ceremonies and sacrifices under the Old Covenant – or, the Law. It is called “Law” because God had verily commanded those sacrifices of bulls, rams, goats, etc. to be offered at specific times in specific places in specific ways. At the beginning of chapter nine, he describes the earthly tabernacle thus: “For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold…” (Heb 9:2-4) The apparatus sounds impressive on any scale, but it raises the question as to why God is no longer worshipped that way.  
Those vessels of worship could not ultimately remove sin. About them the author explains that “under the law almost everything is purified with blood… Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.” (v. 22-23) This is to say, the tabernacle in heaven being superior to the earthly one, it also needed to be purified by a superior sacrifice than the blood of rams and bulls. That sacrifice is Jesus’ offered once on the cross: “For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands… but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.” (v. 24) “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.” (10:14) His sacrifice and his alone on Mt. Calvary removes the guilt of sin. Christ Jesus is the spotless Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the whole world. We never stop needing his forgiveness. 
Therefore, accept no substitutes. Human works can never efface the guilt of your sin. And that is good news because they are not so required. True, we are called to repentance, to turn from sinful ways and look upon our Redeemer. True, we worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; to aid our worship in mind and in body, we have sacred places, images, and objects that direct our thoughts heavenward. The Word of God in Scripture should lie prominent and open in every home. But these things are not the object of our faith. Our piety, our prayers, and worship can only flow out of an already believing heart. All things are cleansed by the blood of Jesus. Do not be fooled not thinking that there is some work by which we can atone for past sins; be not misled along the quest for self-justification or a life entirely pure from sin. One does not exist this side of heaven. 
What we do experience here on earth is a clean conscience, purified by the blood of Jesus. As St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor 6:11) No matter how impressive worship rites or public personalities may seem, nothing adds to the splendor of approaching with confidence the throne of God, made a way by Jesus Christ and his cross alone. 
